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THE HUNTERIAN ORATION 


i OK THE 

LIFE-WÖRK OF JOHN HUXTER, AXD 
HIS IXFLUEXCE OX SURGERY. 

Delivered before the Hunterian Soeiety on Febnmnj Sth x 1888 , 

By B. OLEMEXT LUCAS, BJ5. t f.r.cá; 

Presiclcnt.of the Socic-ty. 

The biographies of great men fornx conspicuous lamlmarks in the 
histories of nations like the moiuitains toour plains aml'the capes 
and promontories to our oceau sliores. Withont them the records 
of tíme wouhl he as uninteresting iu theirmonotony asthe tedious 
columns of a banlceris ledger, where every figure must fall with 
wearjdngregularity into.one of the threespaees devoted to pounds, 
shillings, ánd pence. There WQiild he reiterated repetition with- 
ont relief, and a dull mönötone would he: the only söund heard in 
a chorus of universal 'plíttitudes. But, happily, high above the 
hum of the multitude, back from infinite spuce which time over- 
shadows, come the voices of the great, ever calling to us to follow 
in their footsteps, atul to “search out the iabyrinths öf'Xature by 
the aid of the lamp of truth. First among surgeon^of immortal 
renown will ever remain the name of him in whose'honour we 
have met fogether to-night, and after whom this Society takes its 
name, the illustrions John Hunter. By his beacon liglit the repu- 
tations of all future generations o£ snrgeons will be tested; and 
whereas it may be safely predicted that the ílickering light^ of 
many will disappear )ike the ligbt of the stars beforé the rising 
sun, yet it may still be hoped that the world may create and this 
nation produce’ surgeons whose genius will in after. years shine 
with as steady a light asthat of the planetsinthe nniversal ether. 
Let us turn to the history of this great man’s life, tö see if we 
can discover in it the secret of his power, or learn how to traiu 
ourselves, in however distant a way, in the.direction of this ideal. 
"Was it by birthright, by the aid of parental wealth, that hegained 
a start ovcr his fcllows in thc race of life? Anythuig but.this. 
Wns it by early mental culture, by the careful and exact training 
of cultivated minds in his early cliildhood, that he learut the 
lcsson of his life ? No, far from thi’s. The youngest son of a Scotch 
laird, his home was iu the wilds of nigged Scotland, and his early 
education only that of a village school. Till early manhood his 
mind lay fallow, like his father’s acres under the. leaden sky of 
winter. ' True, his parents were pcrsons öf keen intelligenee, if not 
of thc highest culture, and under their roof his mind would be 
steadiediu virtue and guanted from vice. But the records of his 
boybood show no promise of pre-eminenee. The fime was idly 
spent and uneventful. We cannot even discover thnt'he displayed 
auy'inquisitive interest in the structure of the birds or reptiles 
that in boyish mischief he may have captured. There is no indi- 
cation of the future biologist. in the boy, and’ nothing whatever to 
indicate the great scientific mind that lay in him as yet unde- 
veloped. But, mark youi lie comes of that sturdv yeoman stock 
that in the previous century had produced a Newton, aud his two 
elder brothcrs had alreadv shown signs of high inteliectual power. 
These two, migrating to London, were becoming distinguished in 
the medical profession. The eldest dies young, but-the second 
son, William, is destined to be the magnet that attracts the 
voungest towards intellectual pursuits, and through him John 
’llunter derivéd that inspiration which roused his hithcrto 
chrysalid mind to the mighty exertions of after years. Liítle cap 
wc Íenrn from such a bovhood. ít is devoid of those little inci- 
dents upon whicli biographers delighfe to lay so niueh stress as indi- 
cating the bent of the developing mind. 'There Ts nothing corre- 
sponding to the boyhood of the great general who loved more? 
than other boys to ’play witb cannon, or to tbat of the great 
enginecr who delighted in mechanieal eontrivances. All we have 
to contemplate is a wide uncultivated field, lmt the adjoining 
acres indicate that tlie soil is fertile if sown with the appropriate 
soed. The first ventnre is unsuccessful. At the age of 17, John 
Hunter is sent to assist a failing brother-in-law, who is a cahinet 
maker in (llasgow. As well might his friénds lmve attcmpted to 
grow a snccnlent water-lilv on the Snrrey sand hills as to force 
such a callingnpon the iinwillingyouth. The resultis failnre, and 
i he returus again to homc and idleness. Tlnts the first twenty 
years of his short lifé of sixty-five are, as we now judge, lost—or, 
afc least, unproductive. Whetlieryears that iutheirown time prove’ 
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nnproductivc are, when added to tho humnn cycle, to be regarded 
as lost is au interestiug problem. If so, then hours spent m 
healthy exercise — inasmuch as they seldom lead to imraediate 
intellectual results—may be regarded as lost also. And sleej>, 
even, that “ foster-nurse of Xature,” may he blamed for her appa- 
rently nnproductive hours. But if those twenty years of mental 
rcpose lcd to the storing up of encrgies which in after years pro- 
duced such magnificent results, then nutst they nnt be regarded 
as lost, but as potential. It is possible even tbat this storing up 
of energies bv lack of opportunity had been present in the family 
of Ilunters prior to thé ge.neration in which John was born. lt 
*is certain that the strain of blood derived from Jlnnter's i>arenU 
was capable of supporting the highest intellectual attainmcnLs as 
evidenced not'only iu Ilunter aud his brothers, but afterwards m 

the family of Baiílies, one of wliom marrietlhis sister. 

John Ilunter was the voungest and tenth child, but only hve of 
tbe family lived to adult age. lt may be iuteresting to tliose m 
search of tlie origin of gcnius to note tliat there was a greafc 
difference betweeu tlxe ages of Ilunter's parcnts, and that the 
father was verging on his seveutieth year when John was bom. 
He lost liis father when 10 years of age; to this circumstaxice 
and to his motlier’s indulgeuce is attributed the neglegt of has 
early education. This defect followed him throughout life. His 
grammar is often incorrect, his sentences clumsy and obscure,.and 
his expressions coarse, or at least iuelegaut. But a vigprous 
intellect and irrepressible will struggle through all the dxih- 
culties resulting from his defective tuition, and in tlns we 
recognise the impulsive forctí of true genius. To how many 
would sucli an education have proved an impassnble bamer to 
liigher intellectnal attainments! Ignorant of any language hut 
that of his hirth, and hut little skiDed in using even this, we find. 
him twenty years of age before his mind commences to unfolcL 
Tlien comes the tuming-ppint of his whole life, that 

Tide in tbe nffairs of men, 

Which, taken at the flood, leads ou to fortune ; 

Omitted, all the voyage of tlieir life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries. 

This tüming-point is a letter which lie addressed to his dis- 
tinguislied brother William, “ requestiug to be allowud to jom 
him in London, and offeriug his services as an assistant, m íhe 
dissecting-room. ,, The reply was favourable, and containeu a kind 
invitation to risit London. Xow, mark you, this is apparently 
the first time that Ilunter attempts to direct his own mth m Ule. 
It is liis own initiative. Before, he shows no liking for t,hepáreptal 
acres. He is said to be attached to country sports but uegligent 
of farming. Ilis fond living parent, having neglected his eüuca- 
tion, thinícs that he may earn an easy Hving by falling mto tlie 
business of a dissipated brother-in-law. From this.he returns m 
disgust and failure. ' . 

The tendeney of parents generally is to place their sons as soon 
ás possible intö positions of ease, regárdless of their mclmations ; 
but there is this consolátiou, that men of gcnius commonly break 
through all restraint, and cyeutually determine for themselves 
their paths in Hfe. lt was so with the llunters. ^ hy parvuts 
tooofton fail to direct nright their children’s futures it is not 
difficult to undcrstand ; for youth strives íot distinction, agc 
for affluence. Having árrived at a time in Hfe wlieu they begm 
to feel the.burden of work and the luxurj’ of rest, they desire to 
defend thcir sons from the toils and dangers by wluch alono 
distínction can be secured. llappily for the world. the two 
Hunters brokc loose from parental guidancc, and tound m tue 
medical pröfession tliat scope for intelléctual aoUvity to w hich 
their minds were best adapted. • , 

Let ILS rest fpr awhUe from the coutemplation of John Iluntér s 
life t 0 study the character of that elder hrother, Wilham, who 
henceforth is destincd to excrt sopowerfu! an iutlneuceon hiseareer. 
William is tcn vear&his senior, and was sent to Glasgow Uimvrsity 
nt the age of 14 to réad for thc cleríonl profession. After five years 
of sttidv his tastes lead him in another direetion, so that at tho 
age of Í'J we .find lüm at Hamiltoii, with a young doetor named 
CuUen. Tlirée years with Cullen intensify his love for I Jie. 
medical professiou, and hc proceeds first to Ldinhurgh, thcn to 
London, to stndv, with the object of becomiug Culleu s partner. 
At the age of dh he is in London, resulmg with Dr. DoughLS, a 
celebrated nnatoinist of that day, whose liouse he enters ín the 
donble function of anatomical* assistant and preceptor to his 
children. Here wider tields are opeued for hi3 talents, and once 
more we find him asserting his own judgment. His father dovibts 
the wisdom of this stop, and writes strongly urgmg lum to adhere^ 
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byü&y as to the great value o'f'revaccmation in mitigating tho 
eeverity of small-pox ephlemics,-ahould stimulate local vaccina- 
ti6n authorities to promotc revaccination as well as primary vac- 
ciuation in their districts. The atep which lias been taken by the 
Local Ooverument Board will greatly facilitate any such aetiou 
byr tnabling the revaccination to be performed whilst children 
are still at school, and before they liave actually entered upon the 
acrious: battle of life. We trust that boards of guardians will, as 
wé have often m'ged, take moré special measures in the future 
than has been thc rule iu the past, to eneourage the revaccina- 
tion of young persons immediatoly the age of 12 years ha3 been 
rcaclied. _ 

LORETA’S OPERATION ON THE STOMACH. 

Some two months ago 31 r. Treves performed this operatio.n at the 
London Hospital upon a man suffering from ñbrous stricture of 
the pylorus. At the time of the opération the patient was very 
much reduced by pain and constant vomiting, and had been for 
some time unable to take food .by the mouth. The abdomen and 
stomach were opened, and through the incision made in the viscus 
the pylorus was dílated with the ñngers. The man made a rapid 
recovery, and has not vomited since the operation. Tíe can now 
tako any food well. The case will be shoi\Ti at tlie next meeting 
of tlie Clinical Society. 


DEATH OF MR. J. H. WALSH. 

Wcregret to sce the annouuceinent of thedeath of 3fr. J. H. Walsh, 
who, though a medical man, was best known as the author (under 
the nom de plume of “ Stonehenge ”) of a number of very popular 
wörks on British sport, and who since 1857 was the editor of the 
Field. <Mr. Walsh was bom in 1S10, and became a Fellow of the 
Iloyal College of Surgeons. He practised as a’medical man in 
Wörccstershire until 1852, when he quitted the provinces for the 
metroj)olis, and subsequently speut some time abroad. lle ulti-’ 
mátely settled in Londou, and devotéd himself to literature as a 
profession. lle was an acknowledged authority on sport of all 
kinds, and publislied the following works: Horse in theStable 'and 
the. Field , Skot Gun v . Rifle, but he was best known perhaps as 
the author of British Bural Sports , a work which went through 
many editions. He alsopublishtídDowesííc^cowo?^, and Domestic 
Medivine , and in 1858 the Dog in llealth and Disease. Some years 
later he wrote the Dogs of the British Islands , which passed 
through several editions, and in 1§S2 he produced the ñrst volum e 
of the Modern Sportsmans Gun and Bifle , the secoud following 
in 1884. 


A CONTRADICTION. 

A statemext hus hecn going tlie round of the public press which 
has caused a good deal of severe commeut, to the effect that 
a poorwoman, in a condition wliich demandtíd immcdiate care 
aud succour, was carried by a policeman and some womeu to tlic 
Lying-in Ilospital, Endell Street, which was near at haud, and 
that tlie authorities refused to admit her; that, sufforing äs she 
was, she was taken from there to the workhouse, though she pite- 
ouslv begged to be taken “ anywliere but there.” As rnight liave 
bccn anticipatcd, We ñnd on inquiry that the facts as’stated, witli 
respect to tho Endell Street llospital, are a pure invention. No 
applicatiori, we are iuformcd, was madc to admit the woman at 
that institution. Shewas, it nppears, delivercd of her child in tlie 
streét close by,without any attempt being mado eithcr to suinmon 
one of the staff or lo take her to tlmt hospital. ■ She was, as a 
matter of fact, on her way to the lying-in ward of thb vf'orkhouse 
nexf’door) and had not thouglit of going to’the hospital.- llad the 
incident becu knowü to the medlcál stáff, no qucstion wouíd have 
bcénhiskt a (I aSto whotherfehew&smárried br siugle,but the woman' 
wöuld liuve been takcn in and kept for at leaát eightcen days. 


MEMORIAL TO THE LATE SURGEON-MAJOR 
. T. R. LEWIS. 

The subscribers to the above memorial will be glad to learn tliat 
the reprmting of Dr. Lewis’s collected scientific works has now 
nearly approached completion, much delay havingbeenoccasioned 
by the reproduction of numerous maps and lithographs. The 
tolume, in crown 4to., when completed will contain about 800 pagea 
illustrated by 5 maps, 24 copperplate engravings, 15 cbromo- 
lithographs, and numerous woodcuts, with a portrait of the 
author, in autotype, forming a fittiug memorial of one who 
deA'oted his life to scientific medical restíarch. It is hoped that 
intending subscribers will givc in their names as soon as possible 
to the llonorary Secretaries, care of Hessrs. llolt, Lauriö and Co., 
17, Whitehall Place, SAV., a.s it is especially wished that the 
riames of all supporters of thö memorial ,(each subscriber of £1 
reeeiving a copy of the reprinted works) sbould appear in the list 
of subscribers, which will appear as an appendix to the volume. 

ZOOPLASTIG GRAFTS. 

Suhgeoxs are familiar with skin grafting in. the human subject, 
but it is rather a novel procedure to substitute tbe skin of birds 
and poultry for snips from the patient’s own healthy skin. Wies- 
mann twice transplanted skin from pigeon to pigeon witb success, 
and three times from fowf to fowl. Under the title of Denn- 
epenthesis, Mr. G. F. Cadogan-3Iasterman published some interesting 
cases a few weeks since in our columns, in which he had auc- 
ceeded in utilising the skin of yöung wild rabbits for the purpose 
of bringing about the cicatrisation of raw and ulcerating sur- 
faces. Several others have repeated and varied Wiesmann’s ex- 
pejiments,. but before * 31r. Alasterman none of them seem to 
Iiave beon enterprising enough to spare their patients the disagree- 
able snipping incidental to the oiieration as it is usually practised. 
At about the same tirue Dr. Redard communicated to the Faris 
Academy of Medicine some observations of his own with animal 
grafts on wounds in human beings. In a case of severe burn of 3 
the scalp of eight months’ standlng, in a child 2 years of age, lie 
obtained a rapid cicatrisation by means of grafts from a fowl. He 
first triédgrafts of frog’s skin, but as these proved to berepulsive 
to patients, and did not give very good results, he substituted 
others from the fowl, and the wound, which measured three 
inches by two aiid a half, had -completely healed in two months. 
Ile hád beem.equally successful in other and subsequent caseö. , 
Iíe takes thé skin from beneath the wing of a chicken, carefully 
securing the subjacent ceilular tissue, but avoiding adipose .tis- 
sue. The transplanted pieces varied from a sixth to a third of an , 
inch in size, and they weremaintained in pösition by means of a v 
little cotton-wool and iodoform. gauze. The skin of birds and 
fowls has the advantage of being supple, delicate, and vascular; 
it adapts itself readily to the surface of the wound, and adherés r 
withoutíUndergoing absorption. 

r{ , » -- 

. r THE HUNTERIAN SOCIETY. 

Tiie annual dinner of the Hunterian Soeiety was lield on l'riday 
eveuing last; Dr. Gervis, President, in the chair. Thcre wos a 
large atteudance, including Dr. Robert BarnevS, Mr. Clement Lucas 
(Ih-esident-elect), Dr. Ilolman (Reigate), 31 r. Ernest Hart, Dr. 
Savage, Dr. Galabin, 3Ir. de Bcrdt Hovell, Dr. F. Charlewood Turner, 

31 r. Bland Sutton, 3Ir. Stewart (Conservator of the Hunterian 
3iuseum), and othcr guests aud menibers of the Society. After 
proposirig the usual loyal toasts, the Chairman referred to the 
long-standing pro^perity of the Society, and the valuable contri- 
butions which its members had made to clinical and scientific' « 
medicine, enumerating a long list of emiucnt surgeons aud phy J 
sicians—Buzz'ard, Curling, Bright, Herbert Davies, and others 
wlio liad taken a deep interest in the work of the Society. It w.is 
one of the specialitiés of the Society that it had liitherto pursueti fíI 
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HOTES OM PROORESSIVE STUOIES IM ETIOLOG Y, 
AMO ESPECIALL V AS TO MICROÖRGAMISMS 
AS SOLE FACTORS OF DISEASE. 


Bv EZRA M. HUNT, M.D., 

SECRETARY OF THE NEW JERSBY STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, TRENTON, N. J. 

For the past few years no subject has more 
attracted the attention of physicians and sanitarians 
than the relations of ihicroörganisms to disease. So 
soon as medical experience and some approach to- 
ward science began to take the place of superstition 
it could not but be that inquisitive minds would 
seek to know the cause of disease. This was especi- 
ally the case with epidemics that seemed to light on 
persons and places regardless of choice. It was at 
once natural and plausible to maintain that the visi- 
tation was independent of locality. The wind 
bloweth where it listeth. It is “ the epidemic con- 
stitution of the atmosphere ’’ was the learned phrase 
under which ignorance of causation was concealed. 
So in 1839 we hear Dr. Farr, the Registrar-General 
of England, saying: 

“ Difficulties in the history of plagues and contagious 
diseases of every description have generally been dis- 
posed of summarily by the hypothesis that the disease is 
always introduced from without and spreads naturally— 
like a conflagration. It is true that tney are frequentiy 
introduced thus, but this neither proves that all diseases 
are always thus introduced, nor does it at all show the 
relation of the number of cases of seizure or of mortality 
to the conditions of persons and surroundings.” 

It was not long before the awakening medical 
mind began to suspect that it was necessary to guess 
about or explain what this impalpable vapor, particle, 
or thing might be which introduced the pestilence. 
Fortunately, many conceived that there were other 
practical questions also, such as, How to limit ex- 
tension and mortality after arrival ? But there were 
some early inquiries in the direction of seeking the 
relation of certain living particles to disease. About 
fifty years ago, Dr. Holland, in his Medical Notes 
and RefleetionS', discussed the hypothesis of infusoria 
as at that time a more probable doctrine than that 
of vegetable parasites. In the British and Foreign 
Medical Review for April, 1840, is to be found the 
following: 


“ The hypothesi! that the causes of epidemics are gen- 
erations of minute insects transmitted from one individual 
to another through the medium of the atmosphere, has 
been ingeniously put by Dr. Holland, in his Medical 
Notes and Reflections. Henle, of Berlin, has supported 
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the theory by new facts and analogies. The diffusion of 
contagion has a close analogy with fermentation ; and 
Cagniard-Latour and Schwann have shown that fermen- 
tation is the decomposition of organic fluids by minute 
vegetables of the lowest class. Putrefaction is a destruc- 
tion of orgariic matter effected by infusoria, and not a 
meie decomposition into elements. One contagious dis- 
ease, the muscardine of the silk-worm, is known to de- 
pend on the development of a vegetable parasite. The 
germs are innumerable, and spread witn the greatest 
rapidity. In mixtures, certain genera of infusoria appear, 
and then give place to new genera. Individual cases of 
disease may be caused by one generation of parasites; 
an epidémic by successive generations. Each epidemic 
disease has its * specific animal contagion, its specific 
genera of infusoria. Henle has proved the existence of 
this cause, and the theory in ever> r way but one; he has 
never seen the epidemic infusoria. The omission is, no 
doubt, important; andthe more so on the part of Henle, 
who is justly considered one of the best microscopic ob- 
servers in Germany. The infusorial hypothesis does not 
satisfactorily explain the cause of epidemics; it accounts 
for them by the creation of animalcules, but does not 
show why the animalcules are created at distant times in 
swarms. The phenomena of swarms of insects, of blight, 
and of infusonal generation may suggest investigation, 
but in the present state of pathology they cannot supply 
its place.” 

Earlier than this, in 1833, Dr. Tyler had enunci- 
ated the fungoid doctrine of disease as accounting 
for the origin of the cholera in India. This pam- 
phlet of sixty pages was entitled Facts Establishing 
the Deleterious Properties of Rice as an Article of 
Food,” see Lancet^ vol. 1. 1833-4. In 1838, Boehm, 
of Berlin, had written his article “ Die kranke 
Schleimhaut in der Asiatischen Cholera, Berlin, 
1838.” As to it in 1866 Sir John Simon said: 

“ If the doctrine of a cholera-fungus should hereafter 
be substantiated, it will probably be conceded that Boehm 
deserves the credit of having first published a thoroughly 
valid account of the phenomena of cryptogamic vegeta- 
tion in choleraic intestines and discharges, and Hallier’s 
researches do not better join on to the recent essays of 
Thomé and Klob, than they might have joined, in 1838 , 
on to those of Boehm. The fifth section of his admir- 
able little book is entitled ‘ Ueber das Vorkommen der 
Garhungskeime (Pilze) im Nahrungs-kanal der Cholera- 
kranken.” In it he describes as almost constant, that. 
the whole extent of the intestine (but generally the large 
intestine the least) teems with a vegetation of micro- 
fungi; that innumerable round and oval, or more elon- 
gated, corpuscles are to be found in all the vomit and de- 
jections as well as in the canal; sometimes single, some- 
times two, three, four, or more joined end to end, as 
links of a chain ; and these chainlets sometimes branch- 
ing; that such forms are held together in mucous floc- 
cules and come best to light when liquor potassae is used; 
that within the small intestine they are often so numer- 
ous that not the smallest specimen will fail to show num- 
bers of roundish, fungic forms amid the débris of epi- 
thelium. He appends an illustration which shows quite 
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with other combinations, such as fir wood oil, one part, 
and fluid cosmoline, two parts ; or the following: 


R.—Tr. iodinii comp. . 

. "1 vij. 

Tr. conii 

. r^xv. 

Glyceriníe 

. 3 iv. 

Aq. 

. giv.—M. 

Use in vaporizer. 


R. Acid. carbolic. 

• 5 j -3 vij. 

Sodae biborat. 

. 0 ij. 

Glycerinas 

. ,3 ss. 

Aq. dest. 

ad,5 iv.—M 


Filter and use in vaporizer. 


The 'Antiseptic Value of ñliphthof. — Maximovitch, in 
recent experiments, found that alpha-naphthol is less toxic 
than beta-naphthol, of greater antiseptic value, and that 
the amount necessary to intoxicatc a man of ordinary 
weight is about one pound.— Gazeítc Hebdomadaire , 
February 10, 1888. 

Zoop/astic Grafts. — Surgeons are familiar with skin 
grafting in the human subject, but it is rather a novel 
procedure to substitute the skin of birds and poultry for 
snips from the patient’s own healthy skin. Wiesmann 
twice transplanted skin from pigeon to pigeon with suc- 
cess, and three times from fowl to fowl. Under the title 
of Dermepertihesis, Mr. G. F. Cadogan-Masterman pub- 
lished some interesting cases a few weeks since in our 
columns, in which he had succeeded in utilizing the skin 
of young wild rabbits for the purpose of bringing about 
the cicatrization of raw and ulcerating surfaces. Several 
others have repeated and varied Wiesmann’s experi- 
ments, but before Mr. Masterman none of them seem to 
have been enterprising enough to spare their patients 
the disagreeable snipping incidental to the operation as 
it is usually practised. At about the same time Dr. Red- 
ard communicated to the Paris Academy of Medicine 
some observations of his own with animal grafts on 
wounds in human beings. In a case of severe burn of 
the scalp of eight months’ standing, in a child two years 
of age, he obtained rapid cicatrization by means of 
grafts from a fowl. He first tried grafts of frog’s skin, 
but as these proved to be repulsive to patients, and did 
not give very good results, he substituted others from the 
fowl, and the wound, which measured three inches by 
two and a half, had completely healed in two months. 
He had been equally successful in other and subsequent 
cases. He takes the skin from beneath the wing of a 
chicken, carefully securing the subjacent cellular tissue, 
but avoiding adipose tissue. The transplanted pieces 
varied from a sixth to a third of an inch in size, and they 
were maintained in position by means of a little cotton- 
wool and iodoform gauze. The skin of birds and fowls 
has the advantage of bcing supple, delicate, and vas- 
cular; it adapts itself readily to the surface of the wound, 
and adheres without undergoing absorption.— Bñtish 
MedicalJoumal, February 18, 1888. 

Saccharin in Diabetes .— Purdy, of Chicago, concludes 
as follows from his clinical observations upon saccharin, 
in the Joumal of the American Medical Association of 
Fcbruary 25, 1888: 

First. That in this product we posscss a flavoring 
agent for food and drinkthe palatability of which is quite 


equal to that of the finer grades of sugar, and whick 
may be used by diabetic patients with the greatest im- 
punity. 

Second. Thatthrough its antiseptic properties it'retards 
the abnormal fermentative changes in the stomach so 
common in diabetic patients—thus promoting digestion 
and relieving flatulence. 

Third. That while as yet we are without sufficient 
practical data to judge of its blood effects in large doses 
to diabetic patients, yet both chemistr> r and physiolog) 
would indicate its use for the purpose of favorably in- 
fluencing some of the more fatal complications of the 
disease. 

What is a Stone in the B/adder ? — Sir Henry Thomp- 
son describes the calculi which he considers “ stone in 
the bladder ” as follows, in a communication to the 
fíritish Medical Journal of February' 18. 1888: 

I venture to think that twenty grains is the very lowest 
weight, in the adult, thc removal of which should be 
estecmed an operation for stone in the bladder. And in 
chronic prostatic retention cases, where the phosphatic 
concretions so frequently and so rapidly form, I havc 
never recorded anything as a stone which has not 
reached at least half a drachm. 

There is another aspect of the matter, too, which can- 
not be lost sight of. I think that it is very undesirable, 
from morc than one point of view, to convev an impres- 
sion to any patient from whom a bit of gravel weighing 
two or four grains has been removed that he has under- 
gone operation for stone in the bladder, and that the 
custom might give support to objectionable practice. 

I beg to submit these remarks to the consideration of 
my professional brethren, in the belief that it is dcsirable 
to have some generai understanding as to the meaning 
of the term in question, and to adopt, if possible, a uni- 
form method in the employment of it in future. 

The Treatment of Cold Abscessee by lodoform in Cther.— 
Holstein, in a recent Paris thesis, reports that in Ver- 
neuil’s clinic in Paris, tuberculous abscesses have bcen 
treated for two years with iodoform dissolvcd in ether. 
with excellent results. Of 20 cases 1 í were cured, 6 im- 
proved, and 3 unimproved by this treatment. After 
aspirating the contents of the abscess from tw'o and a 
half to twelve and a half drachms of a 10 per cent. solu- 
tion were injected once; in large abscesses as much as 
twenty-five drachms of a 5 per cent. solution were in- 
jected. If the ether proved irritating it was injected 
through an hypodermatic syringe. This method is 
especially useful where it is desired to avoid a scar.— 
Centralblatt für Chirurgie , No. 4, 1888. 

Antisepsis in Ophtha/mology. — Schmeichler, in review- 
ing the advances of antisepticism, quotes the statistics of 
Arlt, 1700 cataract operations in eight years with a per- 
centage of bad results of 2.06 per cent.; afso Gräíe, at 
Halle, who performed 426 cataract operations withouta 
bad result. He considers affections of the conjunctiva 
and tear sacs especially fitted for antiseptic treatment, 
and recommcnds solutions of corrosive sublimate and 
emulsions of iodoform, in varying strengths, for this pur- 
pose. Mercurials arc to be used in 1 to 2000 and wcaker 
solutions ; the iodoform emulsion should be ten per cent. 
— Pr'áger mcd. Wochenschrift, February 8, 1888. 
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